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The word chapel & associated word chaplain derives from the Latin for the small cape (capella) 
worn by Roman soldiers. In the fourth-century Saint Martin of Tour cut in two his capella to clothe 
a freezing beggar in Amiens France.  The garment was later stored in the capella (tent or cell) 
where the priests said daily Mass (capellani) – thus the words for chapel & chaplain. 
Pastoral means ‘of the lamb’.  Pastoralism is the act of shepherding, specifically in the sense of 
traditional shepherds who herd, care & protect their sheep, living with them in the fields.  Thus 
chaplaincy is very much a vocation of presence & being with others in their life experiences.  
Rather like the front-seat passenger on a long car journey. 

 

CHAPLAIN’S ROLE 

Yuluma Primary School (YPS) is fortunate to have a School 

Chaplain to support our students, staff and School 

community (currently Monday, Wednesday and Fridays).  

This article outlines the supporting role that the School 

Chaplain provides. 

The day-to-day role of the School Chaplain is to provide 

pastoral care to students, staff and the wider School 

community.  Chaplaincy is about serving others, a concept 

that often runs contrary to the mind-set of modern society.  

Pastoral care can best be described as being present for 

others during their life experiences, especially difficult times.  

The military call this “loitering with intent”. Pastoral care 

includes a wide variety of areas including physical and mental 

health, social and values education, behaviour management 

and emotional support. 

The School Chaplain is a person who has time to sit and listen 

to people.  This could just be a general chat or by 

appointment for a range of specific reasons including, but not 

limited to: 

 Experiencing difficulties at home. 

 Social and relational issues at school or in general. 
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 Developing resilience and other social and emotional 

skills. 

 Exploring self-identity and self-development issues. 

 Talking about general worries and concerns. 

 Responding to critical incidents as part of the School’s 

support team. 

YouthCARE is the current service provider of public school 

chaplaincy in WA.  Mr Walker is employed by YouthCARE and 

provides the chaplaincy service to ORPS through a Chaplain 

Employment Agreement.  Chaplains deliver their services 

with RESPECT - COMPASSION - SERVICE: 

 Chaplains respect the diversity of views within the 

communities they serve. 

 Chaplains reach out to those in need to inspire hope. 

 Chaplains serve, create partnerships and recognise the 

contribution of others. 

Our School Chaplain assists students to address difficult 

social issues by: 

 Building relationships with students, families and staff. 

 Offering pastoral care. 

 Being a mentor. 
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 Providing additional practical help to teaching and 

administrative staff. 

 Offering input into spiritual and “meaning of life” 

questions. 

 Being a positive role model. 

 Providing specific input as requested by the school 

YouthCARE chaplains are NOT permitted to proselytise (try to 

convert) students, staff or family.  It is, however, part of their 

role to discuss issues such as faith, spirituality and “meaning 

of life” questions – death, heaven, God, the “after life” – 

should they arise in individual discussions.  Often these types 

of questions occur as a result of critical incidents or adverse 

experiences in people’s lives. 

Yuluma Primary School is a secular school, which means it 

affiliates with no faith in particular.  This does not mean we 

remove faith; rather we respect all beliefs and peoples, 

preferring to emphasise respect for one another. 

Students or parents wishing to meet with the Chaplain can 

do so informally at the school on Monday Wednesday or 

Fridays or by appointment via the front office on 92445422 

or email yuluma.ps@education.wa.edu.au with CHAPLAIN in 

the subject line.  
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